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SMRPCC 2026 Symposium 
Compassion. Collaboration. Contemporary practice. 

Wednesday 29 July 
Ballrooms 1 & 2, Ground floor, PARKROYAL Monash Melbourne 

872 Blackburn Road, Clayton, 3168 

Program 
8.15 Registration Commences 

Session 1: Chair – Alina Hinton-Tooley 

9.00 Welcome, Housekeeping & Acknowledgment of Country | Ms Alina 
Hinton-Tooley 

9.05 Sponsor Welcome | Mr Campbell Rule – Provider Support Manager, 
Commissioning and Capacity Building Services, SEMPHN 

9.10 MC Welcome | Ms Kellie Finlayson 

9.20 Little Lives, Big Impact: Leading Change in Paediatric Palliative Care | 
Associate Professor Jenny Hynson – Clinical Associate Professor, Paediatric 
Palliative Medicine Specialist, Victorian Paediatric Palliative Care Program 

9.50 The Success of a Life isn’t Measured by Time – Henry’s Story | Ms Jess 
Holmes – Palliative Care Lived Experience and Henry’s mum 

10.20 Creating Moments that Matter: The Transformative Power of Art Therapy 
in Specialist Palliative Care | Ms Gabby Wright – Art Therapist, Central 
Adelaide Palliative Care Service 

10.50 Morning Tea 

Session 2: Chair – Katrina Midgley 

11.10 Family Estrangement in Palliative Care | Professor David Kissane AC – 
Department of Psychiatry, Monash University, Cabrini Haematology and 
Oncology Centre 

11.35 Incarceration and Palliative Care | Professor Jennifer Philip – 
 Chair of Palliative Medicine at the University of Melbourne 
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12.00 Supporting People with Alcohol and Other Drug Use in Palliative Care | 
Associate Professor Thileepan Naren – Addiction Medicine Specialist, Drug 
Health Services, Western Health 

12.25 Palliative Care Without a Home | Adjunct Associate Professor Violet Platt 
– CEO, Palliative Care Victoria 

12.50 Lunch 

Session 3: Chair – Donna Goldsmith 

1.30 Support at Home End of Life Pathway | Ms Lisa O’Driscoll – Clinical 
Coordinator, Palliative Care, Uniting AgeWell 

1.55 Embedding Inclusion: Our Journey Towards Rainbow Tick Accreditation | 
Ms Tracy Gillard – Project Officer, Palliative Care Victoria 

2.20 Voluntary Assisted Dying 6 Years On – Where are we now? Presentation 
and Panel Discussion | Led by Ms Susan Jury – Director, Statewide Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Navigator Service.  
Panel Members:  

• Dr Michelle Gold – Director of Palliative Care at Alfred Health 
• Dr Rowan Hearn – Clinical Director Palliative Medicine at Calvary 

Health Care 
• Ms Nicky Stitt – Statewide VAD Care Navigator – Nurse Consultant at 

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 

3.10 Afternoon Tea 

Session 4: Chair – Kellie Bamberry 

3.30 Deep Listening to ‘The Sacred’ Within the Space of Silence | Ms Luise 
Westwood – Spiritual Care Worker 

3.55 Palliative Care as Core Health Infrastructure: Election Priorities and a 
Statewide Framework for Impact | Adjunct Associate Professor Violet 
Platt – CEO, Palliative Care Victoria 

4.20 Microlearning for Palliative Care Project | Ms Katrina Midgley – Aged Care 
Program Officer, Commissioning and Capacity Building Services, SEMPHN 
and Mr James Stack – Managing Director, Obvious Choice 

4.45 MC Closing Statements 
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